INDIA

Kali is a hideous idol, fed by the blood of
goats But I am inclined to believe what I
have been told, that to an Indian she sym-
bolises the divine mother, and that it is her,
not the idol, that they are worshipping.

I have said thus much on a very difficult
subject, because I am taking the view that
religion is the dominant factor in Indian
society, and I wished to deal beforehand
with the objection likely to be taken that very
few Indians are religious in any true or im-
portant sense of the term Very few, I agree,
do or could carry through their religion to its
logical consequences, but most have it; and
most admire those who carry it out. This
religion, however, is radically different from
the religion of the Western nations. In the
first place, India has never put Man in the
centre of the universe In India, and wherever
Indian influence has penetrated, it is, on the
one hand, the tremendous forces of nature,
and what lies behind them, that is the object
of worship and of speculation, and, on the
other hand, Mind and Spirit; not the mind or
spirit of the individual person, but the uni-
versal Mind, or Spint, which is in him, but to
which he can only have access by philosophic
it